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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 28-37 and 46-49 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hinkle. 

Hinkle teaches providing at least one ledger structure having a store structure for 
ordered storage of book data sets, each book data set being associated with a business 
transaction, the business transaction comprising data, the data concerning a business 
transaction including its type, time and values of the business transaction which are associate 
with this time and indicate changes, and associated with each business transaction are 
predetermined accounts in which the values of the business transaction should effect 
corresponding changes in account values, each book data set having associated with it a record 
identifier which unambiguously characterizes the ledger structure and the book data set in the 
ledger, and each book data set comprising an account identifier, the account identifier 
identifying at least two selected accounts which depend upon the type of business transaction, 
one of the at least two selected accounts being a book account with which the ledger structure is 
associated and the further of the at least two selected accounts being cross-accounts associated 
with the book account. 
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Examiner notes the above teachings represent Applicant's first method step. This step is 
interpreted as providing a database (ledger structure having a store structure for ordered storage 
of book data sets). Hinkle meets this interpretation by "a collection of databases . . . there term 
database in the present context includes both the data therein as well as the database management 
functional elements and data structure definitions" (see colunm 6, lines 54-59). 

Further Examiner notes that this limitation only requires "each book data set to comprise 
an account identifier, the account identifier identifying at least two selected accounts which 
depend upon the type of business transaction." Examiner notes that this represents a transaction 
which effects two accounts (e.g.. debt to cash and credit to assets). Examiner notes Hinkle 
teaches this in the section that describes the three general categories of transactions that may be 
input into the invention of Hinkle (see column 8, line 33 through column 9, line 14). 
Specifically, Examiner references cash credits and debits for accounts. 

Examiner also notes that Hinkle teaches each transaction includes a type (see for example 
column 16, lines 26-35), time (see for example column 19, lines 24-25) and value (for example 
see column 15, lines 62-65). Examiner also notes that all transaction effect a predetermined 
account (e.g. If a transaction includes cash, it effects the predetermined Cash account.) This is a 
fiindamental principle of accounting and necessarily present in the invention of Hinkle. 

Lastly Examiner notes that Hinkle teaches a general ledger table (see Fig 2B: number 

88). 

Hinkle fiirther teaches forming an account object for each account, each account object 
having an identifier data structure and a store structure for ordered storage of partial entry data 
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sets, each partial entry data set of the store structure containing the record identifier of a book 
data set associated with it as well as at least one value of a business transaction which should 
effect a corresponding chance of account values, (see for example column 6, lines 30-67). 

Examiner notes that sub-transactions are interpreted as Applicant's partial entry data sets. 
Further the database management system that stores the records of sub-transactions represents 
the account objects with identifier data structure and store structure for ordered storage of partial 
entry data sets. 

Hinkle teaches recording of data concerning the business transaction with a computer 
system having at least one processing unit, at least one storage unit, input means and output 
means and data communication means which couple the input and output means and the units of 
the computer system to one another (see for example column 5, lines 20-30, column 6, lines 60- 
67, coliunn 10, lines 336-50). Examiner notes sections cited clearly represent Hinkle's teaching 
of a computing device with a processor, storage and input/output means coupled to one another. 

Hinkle teaches the recording including: (a) selecting a ledger structure, account object of 
a book account with which the selected ledger structure is associated, and at least one account 
object of a cross-account as a function of the type of business transaction, and reading in of the 
data concerning the business transaction; (b) generating a book data set and at least two partial 
entry data sets from the read-in data and storing the book data set in order in the selected ledger 
structure; (c) sending the at least two partial entry data sets to the corresponding account 
objects of the book account and of the cross-account or the cross-accounts, the partial entry sets 
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containing the values of the business transaction which should contemporaneously effect 
corresponding changes of account values and (d) receiving the partial entry data sets in the 
account objects and storing the partial entry data sets in order in the corresponding store 
structure and reporting the data concerning the business transaction (see for example column 6, 
lines 30-59). 

Once again Examiner notes that Hinkle's sub-transactions are interpreted as Applicant's 
partial entry data sets. Additionally, "execution of each sub-transaction" as taught by Hinkle 
represents reporting data conceming the business transaction. 

Hinkle teaches varying time periods from a day to a week to a month to a year (see for 
example column 22, lines 1-20). 

Hinkle teaches a sum value corresponding to a balance. Examiner notes that Hinkle need 
only teach one of the (i) - (v) steps as Applicant uses the altemative language. 

Hinkle teaches sorted or indexed tables sorted or indexed by serial number (see for 
example column 22, lines 1-34). 

Hinkle teaches a character sting that unambiguously denotes an account object (see for 
example column 7, lines 57-60 and column 16, lines 65-66). 
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Hinkle teaches wherein the identifier data structures of the account objects of the book 
accounts each contain an indication of the cross-accounts which can be associated with them and 
the cross-accounts are selected as a function of this indication (see for example colunm 10, hues 
44-45). Examiner notes that data including sub-transaction decompositions represents an 
indication of cross-accounts which can be associated with account objects. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 38-45 and 50-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hinkle in view of Sampson. 

Hinkle teaches all the claimed limitations except analysis diagrams which have positions 
with position values, wherein changes of account values effect changes of predetermined 
position values, wherein for at least one selected position of an analysis diagram an analysis 
object if formed which has an identifier data structure and at least one collective store structure, 
wherein the makeup of the collective store structure of the analysis object corresponds to the 
makeup of the collective store structure of an account object, wherein the collective store 
structure of the analysis object the addends are a predetermined function of those changes of 
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account values which are effect on the basis of business transactions of which the time falls 
within the time interval, wherein the recording of the data of a business transaction the following 
steps are carried out: 

(e) generation of at least one update data set, which is determined for a selected position of 
an analysis diagram from the values of the business transaction contained in a partial 
entry data set, in at least one account object of those account objects which have received 
a partial entry data set, and sending of the update data set to at least one analysis object 
associated with the account object; 

(f) reception of the update data set in that at least one associated analysis object and updating 
of the collective store structure of the analysis object by adding up the addend formed 
from the values contained in the update data set in the data storage fields corresponding 
to the time of the appertaining business transaction. 

Examiner notes that position and position values as defined by Applicant represents fields 

and field values (see Applicant's specification page 28 lines 1-2). 

An analysis diagram as claimed by Apphcant is taught by Sampson for example in figures 3 
and 11. These figures show fields and field values used to analyze the data contained in the data 
set and account objects based on the predetermined time interval. Based on the value of the 
transaction of each entry in the fields (analysis diagram) the account objects are updated to 
represent a current balance (adding addends to the balance). 

Sampson fiirther teaches the analysis diagrams have positions of a lowest level with which 
predetermined collective store structures of predetermine account objects are associated, wherein 
as a fimction of an output command indicating an analysis time in a financial year a graphic 
output of an analysis diagram is generated via output means (see for example column 11, Unes 
44-56). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the teachings of Hinkle to include the analysis diagrams of Sampson in order to 
clearly denote field and field values (position and position values). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 28-54 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
AppHcant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi"om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated firom the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS firom the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier coromunications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Kramer whose telephone number is (571) 272 6783. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (SAM - 5PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272 6771 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubHshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) atiS66-217-9197 (toll-free). 



jak 
6/5/06 




